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Britvic volunteers take part in Druglink client support project 
 
Wednesday 17th July – More than 30 Britvic employees volunteered for the day with local 
Hertfordshire charity Druglink to help develop their client support facilities.  
 
The volunteer day saw a team from Britvic’s Marketing & Innovation department redecorating the 
communal spaces at Oxygen Recovery to create an even warmer, more welcoming environment for 
clients to help aid in their recovery from substance misuse. A second team of Britvic volunteers 
worked to create an outdoor therapy space at Druglink’s head office. The garden therapy area will 
aid the client recovery programme of therapeutic approaches that aim to improve both the body 
and mind. Wellbeing and physical activities such as yoga, drama, martial arts and gardening will all 
be able to be carried out in a comforting outdoor space. 
 
“At Britvic we recognise the role we have to play in making a positive difference to the world around 
us,” said Rebecca Alderton, Employee Communications & Community Manager at Britvic PLC. “One 
of the ways we can do this is by giving back to good causes in the communities we’re proud to serve. 
As a company whose head office is based in Hemel Hempstead, we’re delighted our employees have 
chosen to show their support for this worthwhile local charity.” 
 
Druglink have received a huge amount of support from local businesses which has enabled them to 
prepare for the day. Generous donations have been given from Travis Perkins Hemel Hempstead, 
Wyevale Garden Centre Hemel Hempstead, Dacorum Decorating Supplies, B&Q Hemel Hempstead 
and Wickes Hemel Hempstead. Groundwork East have lent all the gardening tools needed for the 
day and Pink Skips Watford (PB Donoghue Group) have donated a skip for the duration of the work 
being carried out. 
 
“We’re overwhelmed with the amount of support we’ve received, both from the Britvic team for 
offering their time and the local businesses who have donated all the tools and supplies we needed,” 
stated Derek Heath, CEO at Druglink. “The work we do here at Druglink changes people’s lives. The 
damage that addiction can cause affects not just the clients themselves but their wider family 
network. To have so many local companies wanting to get involved to support our cause and 
recognise the work we do is hugely exciting for us. Their contribution helps us offer even more 
support to our clients. People can change and Druglink shows that there is a future after addiction.” 
 
The Office for National Statistics recorded a 10 per cent rise in deaths from drug poisoning in Herts 
in recent years - from 109 between 2012 and 2014 to 120 between 2015 and 2017. Data from Public 
Health England shows an eight per cent rise in deaths from alcohol-related illnesses in the county - 
from 394 in 2013 to 427 in 2017. Since 2008/09 alcohol-related hospital admissions have increased 
for all ages in Hertfordshire (Hertfordshire’s Drugs and Alcohol Strategy and Delivery Plan 2016-
2019).  
 



    
Druglink have been providing life-saving treatment for people struggling with substance misuse for 
over 30 years. They offer a unique two year recovery housing pathway for clients, enabling them to 
live safely, so they can concentrate on rebuilding a life that is free of addiction. 
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For further information, please contact: 

Emma Kingham, Marketing Officer, Druglink 

Trefoil House, Red Lion Lane, Hemel Hempstead, HP3 9TE 

emmakingham@druglink.ltd.uk 

01442 800 918 

07500 989 612 

About Druglink 
Druglink’s pathway of prevention, recovery and reintegration makes a positive impact on the lives of 
those misusing drugs and alcohol, their families and their communities. Along each step of the 
pathway we provide a range of both proactive and responsive services. These include education, 
training, rehab and recovery, Diversion schemes in partnership with UK Police Forces, and work 
experience opportunities. We also run Coffee Ethic - our social enterprise - and all profits are re-
invested back into the charity. Oxygen Breathe now joins Druglink’s services to offer affordable 
counselling for adults in Hertfordshire. 
Find out more at www.druglink.co.uk www.oxygenrecovery.co.uk www.druglinkprevention.co.uk 
www.coffee-ethic.co.uk.  
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